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PERTH TOWN HALL — 150TH ANNIVERSARY 

Statement by Minister for Heritage 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Heritage) [9.03 am]: Today I rise in my role as 
Minister for Heritage to celebrate the upcoming 150th anniversary of the Perth Town Hall. This Monday, on 
Western Australia Day, the Perth Town Hall will be celebrating the 150th anniversary of its official opening on 
1 June 1870. Built on Whadjuk Noongar land, the Town Hall sits at a high point in the landscape and at a place 
known as Kuraree. Kuraree was a place of camping that was close to a spring, the rich resources of the Swan River 
to the south, and wetlands to the north. 

In 1867, the then Governor of the Swan River Colony, John Hampton, embarked on an ambitious public works 
program, which included the construction of Government House and the Perth Town Hall. The Town Hall, designed 
by Richard Roach Jewell, is the only town hall built by convict labour in Australia and took three years to construct. 
When laying the foundation stone, Governor Hampton envisaged the site as a social centre for the people of Perth 
and said — 

The Town Hall is, as you observe, designed for the use and benefit of the public at large … will always 
place it at the disposal of those who seek to promote hospitality, sociability, and rational amusement for 
the people generally. 

Owing to the prominent position of the Town Hall with its clock tower, it has provided a vantage point for 
documenting the growth and changes to our capital city for generations. In its 150 years, the Town Hall has hosted 
a variety of events, from explorer Ernest Giles’ camels, costume balls on rollerskates, civic dinners, community 
broadcasts and political rallies of all persuasions. 

The Town Hall was fully and lovingly restored in 2005 and remains a much-loved landmark in the heart of Perth. 
To celebrate, the City of Perth will be opening a virtual exhibition, which will go live from 3.00 pm on Monday, 
1 June 2020 at kuraree.heritageperth.com.au. Have a look everyone; it features me! I would encourage all members 
and the community to view this exhibition, and I congratulate the City of Perth for it. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, minister. I cannot wait to see that. 
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